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HMH Social Studies World Civilizations, HMH Social Studies World Geography,
and HMH Social Studies United States History ask students to uncover
the connections and inspire them to look beneath the surface—to identify
relationships, note influences, and introduce ideas that challenge assumptions.
The next generation of social studies offers flexible programs that foster
students’ curiosity and cultivate their analytical skills to succeed in college,
career, and civic life.

HMH

Social
Studies
By delivering compelling narratives enriched with
HISTORY® streaming videos and interactive graphics,
maps, and games, we’re connecting students to social
studies through experiences that are energizing,
inspiring, and memorable.
Digital tools and instructional supports challenge
students to approach history through active inquiry
and connect content, interest, and their curiosity to
uncover connections to the past.
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Introducing

Teacher’s Corner

Social studies professional learning, delivered by HMH Professional Services,
supports you with connected and continuous professional learning to help
you get started and implement your HMH Social Studies program successfully.
Together, we help create meaningful learning experiences to prepare students
for college, career, and civic life.
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HMH Social Studies

Welcome to Teacher’s Corner—
A Place Just for You.
We want you to feel confident teaching with our programs—and that comes with ongoing support.
Teacher’s Corner® gives you the support you want with an ever-growing library of professional learning
resources from live event webinars to tips from others teacher and our team of experienced coaches.
So whether you want to quickly prep for a lesson or invest time in your professional growth, we have
trusted resources to enhance your instruction and classroom tomorrow.

On Demand, But Not One-Size-Fits All
On-demand professional learning in
Teacher’s Corner gives you curated
professional learning content to support
your program use, organize your classroom,
and learn (and share!) best practices with
the teaching community.

Curated, Trusted Content
There’s no shortage of free resources
online, but with Teacher’s Corner,
professional learning and instructional
recommendations align to research-based
practices. Hear from prominent thought
leaders, experienced coaches and former
teachers, and practicing teachers.
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Relevant and Ready for
Tomorrow’s Instruction
Teacher’s Corner includes access to on-demand solutions-specific teaching
resources as well as printable parent/caregiver support tools in both English and
Spanish. Additionally, you can attend live, online events with your colleagues.

Getting Started
Build teacher confidence with
HMH Social Studies resources
focused on setting up the
learning environment, pacing
and prioritizing instruction,
and more.

Live Community Support
Whether they have a question or want
implementation advice, our Live Events offer
teachers opportunities to connect with
HMH coaches and each other. Teachers
can register for these online sessions that
feature everything from groundbreaking
new author research to group discussions
facilitated by other teachers.
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Extend Your Professional Learning
Whether you are interested in focusing on instructional best
practices, deepening your HMH Social Studies knowledge at
each grade level, or closing the achievement gap, social studies
professional learning, delivered by HMH Professional Services, can
provide the support you need to grow your practice with online
coaching, courses, and professional learning communities.

Nationally Recognized
Professional Learning
HMH is a selected Professional
Learning Partner Guide
provider for program launch
and ongoing teacher and
leader support.

The award-winning HMH Coaching Studio
platform allows you to stay connected with
your coach and your colleagues, share and
upload resources, and access a library of
on-demand lesson-modeling videos.
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Connecting Your Students
			to the Story in History
It’s all about content with context. Your students learn best when quality
narrative is blended with media, audio, and visuals for an immersive experience.
HMH Social Studies provides relevant content to encourage the “Aha!” moments
in your classroom.
“If history were taught in the form of stories, it would never be forgotten.”
RUDYARD KIPLING

HISTORY videos bring content
to life through primary source
footage, dramatic storytelling,
and expert testimonials.

HISTORY Shorts videos explore the
extraordinary history behind inspiring
people, places, and events, from the
Continental Army to the Harlem Hellfighters,
the Statue of Liberty to space flight. These
are unexpected tales from history you
didn’t know you needed to know.
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HMH Social Studies

Lesson Introductions introduce each
section and challenge students with
a provocative question designed
to make the study of history and
geography relevant to students.

The United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum Resources for Educators provides
resources tailored for classroom use—films,
lesson plans, and curricular materials. In
addition, there is guidance on sound teaching
strategies and information about professional
development opportunities.

Keeping It Current provides free highquality content each month, such as
standards-based videos, lesson plans,
blogs with downloadable resources,
connections to current events, and more.
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Engaging Students with
Currency and Relevancy
It’s now easier than ever for students to make sense of current events with vetted,
high-interest news articles written just for them.

HMH Current Events
provides trustworthy articles
on today’s news to connect
the students to current events.

HMHfyi provides text and sources
for research and extended reading
on social studies topics.
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HMH Social Studies

Partners
HISTORY is the leading destination for award-winning
series and specials that connect viewers with history in an
informative, immersive, and entertaining manner across
all platforms. HISTORY has a long-standing record in
providing teachers and students with curriculum resources
that bring the past to life in the classroom. The network’s
content covers a diverse variety of subjects, including
American and world history, government, and economics.
The HISTORY website is located at history.com.

News Literacy Project® ignites student engagement
with currency and higher-order thinking that tie to
students’ lives.
Checkology®: NLP’s Checkology virtual classroom is a
browser-based platform that empowers educators to
teach students how to sort fact from fiction and discern
what information to trust, share, and act on.
The Sift®: NLP’s free newsletter explores timely examples
of misinformation, social-media activity, and newsliteracy trends.
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You’ll Promote Inquiry
				and Active Learning
Teaching students to think critically can be challenging. With this goal in mind,
HMH Social Studies gives you the tools you need so students learn how to analyze
primary sources like a historian and complete evidence-based writing tasks.

DOCUMENT-BASED INVESTIGATION

HISTORICAL SOURCE

Meriwether Lewis’s Journal Entry
While traveling across the Great Plains, Meriwether Lewis marveled at the
richness of the land.

DOCUMENT-BASED INVESTIGATION

DOCUMENT-BASED INVESTIGATION

HISTORICAL SOURCE

At the beginning of the twentieth century, the dime novel was required reading for many
Americans who were fascinated by the Wild West. The dime novel pictured here tells of
the adventures of Stella, the girl range rider.

Art historians have identified about 1,000 paintings and drawings of the Battle of the
Little Bighorn.

Embedded Skills
Support helps students
tackle challenging
social studies skills.

Document-Based Investigations in
every lesson build to end-of-module
DBI performance tasks.

Part 1:
Short Answer
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HISTORICAL SOURCE

Battle of the Little Bighorn

A Wild West Dime Novel

End-of-Module DBI
Performance Tasks ask
students to summarize
the evidence drawn from
module text.

Essential Questions spark
curiosity, guide instruction,
and ask students to
apply knowledge through
writing tasks.

DOCUMENT-BASED INVESTIGATION

HISTORICAL SOURCE

Letter from the Plains, 1863
In a letter to her family in Norway, immigrant Gro Svendsen describes her new life as a
farmer on the plains of Iowa.

Part 2:
Performance Task
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Multimedia Analysis
				at Your Fingertips
You no longer have to search for powerful videos, maps, primary sources, and
virtual field trips. HMH Social Studies provides you with an integrated design so all
resources and lesson plans are just a click away at point of instruction.

HISTORY’s Multimedia Connections
provide in-depth coverage of key
concepts brought to life in the
Interactive Online Edition. They
extend and enrich the content with
additional videos, primary sources,
maps, and CGI films.
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HMH Judicial Inquiries: Interactive
Supreme Court Case Studies promote
critical viewing, source analysis, and
writing about Supreme Court cases
that impact teens (United States
History only).

Close Read Screencasts
model an analytical
conversation about critical
historical content
and primary sources.
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Providing Choice for
					Your Students
You put the learning in your students’ hands. Lessons and activities in HMH Social
Studies are presented in a variety of ways to give you and your students options
for how to examine content and important social studies concepts.

Need help with visuals?

Point-of-use support
provides skills instruction
on how to draw knowledge
from and interpret each
element from a map
or a graphic.
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Interactive Lesson Graphic
Organizers help students process,
summarize, and keep track of
their learning for end-of-module
performance tasks.

Full-text audio provides
support for struggling readers
and auditory learners.
Notes gives students the
opportunity to take notes
while reading the text. They
can easily access them
for review later to ensure
comprehension.

Interactive Features, Maps,
and Games, at point of
instruction in the Online
Student Edition, provide
quick, entertaining activities
and assessments that
present important content
in a fun way.

Family Room provides bite-size
tips and videos to help families
and caregivers engage their
children at home.
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Supporting Learners the
						Way You Want
With HMH Social Studies, you’ll have numerous differentiated instruction and
assessment opportunities to ensure that every student has a clear path to success.

Lesson-Level Assessments serve to
inform instruction rather than simply
assign grades to students. If students
miss a question, the system gives
them the option to pause, review
instructional material, and then go
back to their work. Teachers can
further guide this process through
reports on their students’ performance,
tied to standards and curriculum, to
provide personalized intervention.

Enrichment Activities
at the end of every
lesson provide avenues
for students to stretch
their curiosity and
explore select topics in
greater depth.
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By the Han period, the Chinese had become master ironworkers. They
manufactured iron swords and armor. These developments made the army
more powerful.
Farmers also gained from advances in iron. The iron plow and the wheelbarrow, a single-wheeled cart, increased farm output. With a wheelbarrow,
a farmer could haul more than 300 pounds all by himself. With an iron
plow, a farmer could till more land and raise more food.
Another item that increased in production during the Han dynasty
was silk, a soft, light, highly valued fabric. For centuries, Chinese
women had known the complicated methods needed to raise silkworms,
unwind the silk threads of their cocoons, and then prepare the threads
for dyeing and weaving. The Chinese were determined to keep their
procedure for making silk a secret. Revealing these secrets was
punishable by death.
During the Han period, weavers used foot-powered looms to weave silk
threads into beautiful fabric. Garments made from this silk were
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Traveling the Silk Road Today Fascination with the
Silk Road has led to increased tourism. Since China
Buddhism Comes to China
opened its doors to foreign tourism, people have been
When the Chinese people came into contact with other civilizations, they
able to travel along part of the Silk Road. Although
exchanged ideas along with goods. Among these ideas was a new religion.
travel in the harsh climate of western China is only
In the first century AD, Buddhism spread from India to China along trade
routes.
for the hardy tourist, there are plenty of attractions,
even in the deserts. Sites include ruined cities and
Arrival of a New Religion Over time, the Han government became
less stable. People ignored laws, and violence was common. As revolts caves full of Buddhist paintings. One city, Kashgar, has
flared up, millions of peasants went hungry. Life became violent and a market where tourists can get some idea of what
uncertain. Many Chinese looked to Daoism or Confucianism to find
trade along the old Silk Road was like long ago. At the
market, people of many
nationalities sell spices, wool,
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and other items.

Summary Trade led to the exchange of good
and other regions during the years of the H
Lesson 5 Assessment
Review Ideas, Terms, and People

Critical Thinking

1. a. Identify Which Han emperor expanded trade to the
western regions of China?
b. Summarize How did the expansion of trade affect
the growth of cities ?
2. a. Identify Where did the Silk Road begin and end?
b. Make Inferences How do you know silk was a
valuable trade good?
c. Identify What technologies spread along the Silk
Road?

3. Categorize Use th
exchanged along th
affect other regions

ONLINE INTERACTIVE MAPS

Teach the Main Idea

TIERED ACTIVITY

Reading Check
Find Main Ideas
What was the Silk Road?

Buddhism spread to China along trade routes from
other lands.

By the Han period, the Chinese had become master ironworkers. They
manufactured iron swords and armor. These developments made the army
more powerful.
Farmers also gained from advances in iron. The iron plow and the wheelbarrow, a single-wheeled cart, increased farm output. With a wheelbarrow,
a farmer could haul more than 300 pounds all by himself. With an iron
plow, a farmer could till more land and raise more food.
Another item that increased in production during the Han dynasty
was silk, a soft, light, highly valued fabric. For centuries, Chinese
women had known the complicated methods needed to raise silkworms,
unwind the silk threads of their cocoons, and then prepare the threads
for dyeing and weaving. The Chinese were determined to keep their
procedure for making silk a secret. Revealing these secrets was
punishable by death.
During the Han period, weavers used foot-powered looms to weave silk
threads into beautiful fabric. Garments made from this silk were
very expensive.
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relief from suffering.
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Into China

Silk Production

The technique for making silk was
a well-kept secret in ancient China
because silk was a valuable trade
good in distant lands. Workers made
silk from the cocoons of silkworms,
just as they do today.

religion confined mainly to India. It was not until the
reign of Asoka that Buddhism spread.
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Cities grew along the Silk Road at secure
places where the military protected traders
and travelers. These ruins at Loulan in western
China are evidence of a city that thrived
during the Han period.
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More Aboutthe
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Turkey
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silk production.
ancient China.
able to travel along part of the Silk Road. Although
Arrival of a New Religion Over time, the Han government became
less stable. People ignored laws, and violence was common. As revolts
flared up, millions of peasants went hungry. Life became violent and
uncertain. Many Chinese looked to Daoism or Confucianism to find
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Daoism and Buddhism

Below Level Have students examine the
chart comparing Daoism and Buddhism.
Have them create a new chart in which
they rewrite those beliefs and teachings in
their own words.
At Level Have students complete the
Below Level activity and then add a row in
which they write a paragraph comparing
and contrasting the two belief systems.

Differentiated
Instruction Activities
in the Teacher’s Guide
offer further options
for varying lessons to
meet the needs of
every student.

Above Level Have students research the
origins of Buddhism in China and write a
one-page essay discussing its effects on
ancient China.
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travel in
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forwith
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caves full of Buddhist paintings. One city, Kashgar, has
2. Have students use Internet or other
a market where tourists can get some idea of what
resources to research the spread of
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livestock, silver knives, and other items.
Buddhism’s origins in India. Then have
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Reading Check
Find Main Ideas
What was the Silk Road?

Lesson 5 Assessment

Human-Environment Interaction What
geographic feature did the northern and southern
1:21
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routes of the Silk1/16/17
Road bypass? Takla
Makan
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group
that w
other g
export

At Level Have students complete the
Below Level Activity and then use the
map of the Han dynasty from the previous
lesson to add the boundaries of the Han
Empire and the Great Wall of China.

2. Each g
main t
illustra

Critical Thinking

1. a. Identify Which Han emperor expanded trade to the
western regions of China?
b. Summarize How did the expansion of trade affect
the growth of cities ?
2. a. Identify Where did the Silk Road begin and end?
b. Make Inferences How do you know silk was a
valuable trade good?
c. Identify What technologies spread along the Silk
Road?

3. Categorize Use the chart to identify goods and ideas
exchanged along the Silk Road. How did Chinese trade
affect other regions ?
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TIERED ACTIVITY

The Silk Road
Below Level Provide students with an
outline map of Asia. Have them use the
map of the Silk Road in this lesson and
illustrate it with some of the items traded
along the Silk Road.

Module 6, Lesson 5

READING CHECK
Find Main Ideas What was the Silk Road? a
network of trade routes that linked trading centers
in Asia

China Tr

Below Level Provide students with an
outline map of Asia. Have them use the
map of the Silk Road in this lesson and
illustrate it with some of the items traded
along the Silk Road.

Review Ideas, Terms, and People

questions.

Compare What modern southwest Asian country
would the ancient port city of Antioch be in today?
Turkey

The Silk Road

Summary Trade led to the exchange of goods and ideas between China
and other regions during the years of the Han Dynasty.

READING CHECK
Find Main Ideas What was the Silk Road? a
network
of trade routes that linked trading centers
TheHandbook,
Silk RoadRubric
* Alternative Assessment
Have students explore the map using the
20: Map Creation
ininteractive
Asiafeatures and answer the associated

Place What physical feature caused the Silk Road
to split between Dunhuang and Kashgar? Takla
1/16/17 1:21 PM
Makan desert

COLLABO

Exchange of Knowledge and Technology The exchange of goods along
the Silk Road helped establish a wider world economy, as goods from
Europe and Africa made their way to China, and Chinese goods made their
way west. Perhaps more significant, though, was the effect the Silk Road
had on the exchange of knowledge and inventions. As people traveled the
routes, they had to learn new languages to communicate. People from
different places exchanged ideas about the arts and science.
Advanced technologies also spread across Asia by way of the Silk Road.
For example, papermaking, developed by the Chinese, spread to Europe
through trade. Traders also passed on the knowledge of how to irrigate
farmlands.
Religion also spread along the Silk Road and other trade routes.
Buddhism came from India to China by way of the new trade routes in
Central Asia. Buddhist scriptures, artwork, and priests first entered
China during the Han Dynasty by way of the Silk Road.
During the Han period, few foreigners ventured into China. But the
trade that started with the establishment of the Silk Road brought their
ideas and technology to China. In the coming centuries, the growing
international trade would continue to bring merchants and others to this
great Asian civilization.

In print edition, see map of same title.
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TIERED ACTIVITY

products were also traded on the
routes. Spices, tools, artwork, produce, gems, precious metals, horses,
and animal hides were some of the
goods exchanged by traders.

When the Chinese people came into contact with other civilizations, they
exchanged ideas along with goods. Among these ideas was a new religion.
In the first century AD, Buddhism spread from India to China along trade
routes.

n4
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At Level Have students complete the
Below Level Activity and then use the
map of the Han dynasty from the previous
lesson to add the boundaries of the Han
Empire and the Great Wall of China.
Above Level Have students complete the
At Level Activity, but then compare it to a
physical map of Asia and write a paragraph
explaining how landforms affected the
route of the Silk Road.

Into China

Trade Along the
Silk Road

3. Hang t
discus
any Ch
along
and ex

Out of China

Above Level Have students complete the
At Level Activity, but then compare it to a
physical map of Asia and write a paragraph
COLLABORATIVE LEARNING
China Trade Poster explaining how landforms affected the
1. Divide the class into two groups. One
group will researchroute
items from China
of the Silk Road.
that were traded on the Silk Road. The

* Alternati
28: Posters

other groups will research items that are
exported from China today.
2. Each group will create a poster of the
main trade goods from China using
illustrations.
3. Hang the posters side-by-side and
discuss them as a class. Discuss whether
any Chinese items that were traded
along the Silk Road are still produced
and exported from China today.
* Alternative Assessment Handbook, Rubric
28: Posters

Module 6, Lesson 5
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You’ll Love the Flexibility
			
and Customization
We know your time is precious. HMH Social Studies offers maximum flexibility and
access to content through responsive digital technology. You and your students
have instant access whenever, wherever you want—which allows you to focus
on what matters most.

Ed, the HMH learning platform,
brings together assessment
insights, professional learning,
instruction, and practice.
With Ed, you can extend the
classroom and form meaningful
connections with students,
from anywhere.

With Virtual Classroom, you can launch
video chat sessions without ever leaving
Ed. Students are able to join the Virtual
Classroom via their Ed accounts,
removing the need to remember an
additional username and password.
Launch a video chat/virtual classroom
directly from Ed to support virtual/
blended learning.

18 HMH Social Studies

HMH Go™ is a free learning app that
connects students and teachers to Ed
content and instructional resources
online, offline, or on the go. Students
and teachers can download content to
work on in class or at home regardless
of their connectivity limitations.

The Teacher’s Guide focuses on planning and instructional support
with a special emphasis on helping teachers balance their print
and digital resources to maximize blended learning.
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Online Assessments
Lesson Review and Assessments gauge student mastery with scoring and
reporting capabilities.

Program Assessments enables
teachers to assign students prebuilt
Module, Benchmark, and End-of-Year
Assessments, which provide automatic
scoring and reporting for immediate
feedback.

Custom Assessments give teachers the
flexibility to assign assessments that
meet the assessment needs within their
classroom. Teachers are able to:
• Create their own assessments or
customize prebuilt assessments and
assign them to students
• Edit online assessment items, modify
the text of the answer choices, and
eliminate or add answer choices
• Develop assessment questions and
answers, providing greater control to
measure student performance
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HMH Subscriptions
Easy, Flexible Access
Benefiting both teachers and students, subscriptions provide equity,
access, and the flexibility you demand.
Subscriptions provide the latest and greatest in content in addition to ongoing updates.
Teachers and students will have access to ongoing updates to the newest features,
functionality, activities, and resources.
Access to ongoing professional development matches your schedule and your needs.
Professional learning is provided for each year of your subscription. On-demand coaching is
always available for professional growth.
Unlimited access to content!
Support and challenge the full range of learners in your classroom. With the purchase of
student licenses, receive free online access for as many teachers as needed.
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or learn more at hmhco.com/hmh-social-studies
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